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Tiil j.nmher f ponton certrSeates issued
and signed during 4ihe week ending Febru
ary i'i 5 "i4, were fellows: Original, 503 ;
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ffiin: attention of our comrades of Hie
Grand Axray is directed io appeal
aid contained in the letter of Assistant j

AcjntaulrGeneral Daniels, of TVest Virginia,
on our sixth page. "West Virginia,

aswaH as Ohio, Kentucky and Hliuois, it
should be xemembored, was ravaged by the
floods.

;"WE are indebted to Assistant Adjutant-GcDer- al

House for a report of the growth of
the Department of Indiana. durinc; past
year, from which it appears that nuni-"b- cr

ofPosts has increased from 155 to 303
gain of 148 and the membership irom

,086 13,124 comradesa gain of 7,030, or
JBre thanoe hundred percent. It goes

without saying, that this splen&id result
could not have been accomplished without
a great deal ofhard work on the part of our
Indiana comrades, and ihey are to he con-

gratulated on, the substantial fruits of their
labors.

The Soldier's Tear I,ct TJs Have a. Soldier
Candidate!

This is the soldier's year. Slandered,
abused, neglected, despised hough he be at

j all other times and seasons, this year the sol
dier cannot be ignored. For is the year of a

presidential election, and it is the soldier
--who holds the balance of power one million I

honest, unimpeachable votes, upon the cast-

ing of which the issue of the election will
hang. Think of it, soldiers! In spile of
the Insults which press and politician have
heaped nponyou, spite of the trickery and
deceit of which you have been the victims,
in spite of jTour own subserviency to party
and lack of independence, this magnificent
opportunity is still within your grasp.

Prove yourselves equal to occasion!

"Within the next four months both political

imrties will hold their nominating conven-

tions at Chicago. It rests with you to say
who shall be the delegates to these conven-

tions and what their choice shall be. You
,

w.t make influence
must it the
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Sfate conventions. You-mu-st enter person- -

ally into the canvass, aiid make sure that
every soldier's vote and the-vot-e of every
friend of soldier is polled for a soldiers
candidate. It is well enough to talk of
wonders you are going to accomplish at the
polls next November; it. is none less

true that it is at the primaries that the real
battle will be fought out, and it is there

that you mnst marshal ytmr forces. You
cannot afford "to leave anything to chance,

and to make assurance doubly sure you must
see to it that your delegates go pledged to
vote firsts last and all the time for a sol-

dier! It matters whether in national pol-

itics you are Republicans or Democrats ; as
soldiers, it is your duty to exert your influ-

ence within party lines for nomination
of a soldier. It will be time enough for you
to decide whetheryou will sacrifice your po-

litical preferences to your regard for the gen-

eral welfare of the soldier, when the conven-

tions shall have made their nominations and
the issue shall have been defined. Until
then thing of vital concern is to secure
such a soldier representation in these con

ventions that the politicians will not dare to
override your wishes.

Ah, soldiers, the time has come at last
when we no longer can afford to trust to
empty promises. We must work out our
own salvation. "We have seen how year
after year these promises turn to dust in

i our hands, and the makers laugh at our
gullibility. They have come to believe
that they can play us false with impunity,
and thev scoff at the. idea that we have
pluck enough, io enforce our rights at the.
polls. Entreaties, demands, threats, all are
alike useless now; there is nothing left but
action, and to action united, resolute and
fearless we must now address ourselves- -

"We are not so helpless or friendless as they
would believe. There is not a community
in the whole North and "West where we
cannot make 8ux influence felt if we but
show our colors and sound the advance.
Every patriotic citizen in the land will rally
to our standard, and the politicians who
now affect to believe that the soldier is
"played out " will be only too glad to fall in

,.!-;- . cbMf-.-o.'i-vfiie- , and Hie at the tail of the procession.
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x-a- in, xnen, souuers, ana let us an tase
a hand in the campaign. Yre shall not lack
for leaders when the time comes, and the
day that witnesses the aisertion of the sol-

diers influence at Chicago will assure to ns
the full recognition of our rights by Congress

and Executive.

Worthy or Their Sires.
If any one is still nndcr the delusion that

the sons and 'daughters of our veterans are
all "grown up," lei him turn to the column,
of children's letters which we print on our
secondpagetliisweek. "What a delightful
glirapee they afford of the soldier's family
circle! How sad, too, sometimes, are their
revelations! And then thd questions they j

ask what ,a bump of inquisitiveness they
have, and yet bow eager they are to confide
all their secrets to The Tribute ! No one

jsan read their artless letters without feeling
that in these young correspondents there is
the making of good women and brave men.
How intensely patriotic they are! They
are so proud of the fact that u father " served

uattle it was that he received his wound !

and whore he was taken prisoner. Tiie war
is no fact of histoiy fo them, bat a
great reality, coloring all their impressions
aed shaping their sentiments and opinions.
Young as are comprehend its
meaning and feel the stimulus of its heroic
examples. How cheering it must be to the
veteran as his children gather around his
knee he retells for them the story of

their bright eyes sparkle, to feel their lov- -

umu i.uvugti. utiitio uuij Juigun-C-

valor will always have shrine in their
fond faithful hearts! And is it of no
consequence to the Nation that in thousands
of soldiers' all the land the grand
lessons war are being impressed on
the plastic minds of ihc rising generation
and that thus early the sacred fires of pat-

riotism are being kindled in the breasts of
those who may day be called upon to
repeat the sacrifices of their sires? Surely
if there is anywhere to be guaran-
tee that in years io the Republic
will never hick defenders, it lies in this
touching rerelation the fidelity
which the spirit which animated our veter-
ans is reproduced their The

:.l:4ft

influx of heterogeneous elements from the
nations of tbe old world, the shifting forces

of politics, and the changing conditions of
labor may yet precipitate some and
now unexpected crisis in the life, of the
Nation, but so long as there exists in this
country that element of unquestioning loy-

alty, devotion, and self-sacrifi-ce which
since the Revolution has come to the front
when occasion demanded, none need despair
of the Republic. The lad who from his
father's lips learns the story of the Saving
of the Nation will not Ml. of his duty when

country calls.

One of Lincoln's Christmas Presents.
Among President Lincoln's Christmas

presents, in the year 18G1, "as doubtless
many of our veterans will remember, was
one from ceriain General "Wm. T. Sherman,
who about that time, having completed his
march through Georgia to the sea, turned
up at the city of Savannah, and thoughtfully
placed it at disposal of Executive to

be served up with his plum pudding.
The prize that thus fell into our hands

consisted, in part, of some 1,C50 bales of
cotton, the property of the Georgia State
government and valued at from 350,000 to

$500,000, quite nice little sugar plum, in
fact. That almost twenty years ago,

and at the time the State of Ge&rgia, being
prone on its belly, so to speak, did not pre-

sume to question the regularity of the trans-

action. It appears, however, from report
that has just been submitted to the Senate
from the Committee on Claims by General
Manderson, ofNebraska, that in Georgia, as
in poetry, "hope springs eternal in the
human breast," and that the government of
that Commonwealth has at this Late day
decided to layclaim to this confiscated

cotton and demand determination of its
title by the Court of Claims. This modest
request takes the form of "bill (S. G01) to

remove in this particular the limitation
imposed by law as to the time of making
application to the court, and the reasons
which the agent of the State urges in its
support are. as the committee incidentally
remark in their report, truly ingenious.

all upon the assumption that the
property rights of State in revolt bel-

ligerent are identical with those of pri-

vate individual, and thej' are in substance
as follows:

1. That under the confiscation act no
confiscation of property could take place
except, in pursuance of legal judgment
Supreme Court decision, and it is admit-

ted that there was none in this case; and
2. That upon the execution of such

judgment, and the covering of the proceeds

into the U. S. Treasury, no change of owner-

ship could take place, but, on the contrary,
they were required to be held in trust
those who might afterwards be recognized
as the legal owners another Supreme Court?!

decision, which also has not been done in
this case; and

3. That by reason of tligerlerai amnesty
granted in the proclamation of December
25, I8G4, previous disloyalty is no bar to
the claim of the original owners to the pro-

ceeds another Supreme Court decision;
and

i. That as there was no legal State gov-ernme-nt

in Georgia, with capacity to sue,

prior to August 20, 186,3, when the two
years from the close of the within
which period claims were required to be
presented, had expired

Therefore, the State' of Georgia ought now
to have access to the.Couxt.of Claims for the
proving of her claim, the question at issue
being whether the United States did act-

ually and legally, not rightfully, confiscate

her property.
Of course the sophistry of this line of

argument consists in the falsity of the major
premise, namely,. that the rights of the State
and the individual are one and the same,
and the Senate committee have been prompt
to detect it. "When the State of Georgia
passed the ordinance of secession and resist-

ed the authority of the Federal Government
with force of arms, its attitude at once be-

came that of an active belligerent, and ren-

dered it liable to be treated as such ; and,
as it is well-settle- d maxim of international

i law that " one belligerent has the right to
deprive the other of everything which
might add to his strength and enable him
to carry on hostilities" and certainly no one
will dispute the fact that it was by the
sale of cotton, earned abroad by blockade
runners, that the Confederate government
managed to obtain the sinews of war the
seizure of the cotton in question was un
questionably lawful act of war, and an

in the army, and they know in just what actnal change of ownership occurred irome- -

barren

tihey they

and

the

children.

diately upon its passing into the Govern-

ment's possesiou. The conclusion reached
by the committee, therefore, is that

The United States did take and appropriate
Uie cotton of tle of Georgia in December,
JSW.as might legally do, nnd did confiscate the
property of this State, then inarmed lebcllion,

j clTcetualy that complete change of ownership
followed! no condemnation proceedings in court

elsewhere were necessary. Possession was all
that was required, and claimants show that posses-
sion was taken and held. It follows, then, that the
United States when sold the cotton nnd turned

thecanp and march and battlefield, to see the money into its treasury was shnply coni-ertinj- r
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of Claims within the " two yeareafler the suppres- -

sion of the rebellion," she could not have main-
tained her action. In this view of the case, the
committee do not deem it necessary to consider
the question of the removal of thebiir'of the stat-
ute of limitations,-excep- t to say-thn- t

of claimant is one of the most remarkable
attempts to take advantage of a party's own wrong
tliat has come under its observation.

Your committee; therefore, recommend" that the
bill be indefinitely postponed.

When it is remembered that this is only
one the entering wedge of hundreds of
similar claims, the importance of the com-

mittee's action will be readily apprehended.
Tiie Government has displayed an unparal-
leled leniency in its treatment of its late
antagonists, but it has not yet come to the
point of indemnifying them, for the losses
hey sustained in their struggle to- - over--

.throw tliie Union, :aiid Senator Sanderson's
sound and able opinion will be heartily in-

dorsed not only by overy ex-soldi- er, but by
every patriotic citizen in the country.

Let Us Have it Vote On It!
Among tne pension and bounty measures

introduced during the, present session of
Congress, there is at least one as to the
merits of which our Senators and. Repre-

sentatives cannot plead'iguorance, and upon
which it is not posslblejfor any commission

to throw additional light. "Wi refer to the
equilization of bounties bill, which, although

it onccreceived the assent of both liouses,
has failed as yet to become a law. The prin-

ciple involved in this bijl is so simple that
even a child can comprehend it. Take, the
case of two soldiers who enlist from the.

same town, in the same company, and for the
same period of service. By the terms of the
bounty law, each is to receive 200 United
States bounty at the expiration of two years
of active service. One of them serves the pre-

scribed period and receives the full amount
of bounty due him; the ot"icr,-a- t the end
of twenty-thre- e months, is pronounced unfit
for duty, by reason of disability, and is dis-

charged the service without a cent of bounty.
Now, what justice is there in that? Is not
the soldier who serve3 twenty-thre-e months
and then, through no fault of his own, but
simply because the Government has no fur-

ther use for him, is honorably discharged, as

much entitled to bounty for twenty-thre- e

months as the other soldier to bounty for
twenty-four-? H he is, then this unpaid
bounty constitutes a debt which the Gov-

ernment ought to discharge, no matter how
many years have elapsed since it was in-c- u

rred. As a mat ter of fact, the records of the
"War Oifice show that thousands of brave and
deserving men were thus deprived of the
bounty promised by the Government, and it
is this shameful injustice that it is the pur-

pose of the equalization of bounties bill to

repair. A proposition so simple and straight-
forward as this, ought not, it seems to us, to

require any argument to commend it to the
support of men of ordinary intelligence and
judgment, and there is no valid reason why

it should not be promptly reported from the
Pension Committees of both houses and put
upon its passage. Some of our Senators and
Representatives may imagine that because
their predecessors have neglected their duty
in this matter they, too, can afford to shirk
it, but they will fintf totheir cost that our
ex-soldi- ers are no longer to be put off with
frivolous excuses, and will carry the issue
to the polls. They have not forgotten the
prophetic words of Oliver P. Morton, Indi-

ana's intrepid war governor, who, from his
seat in the Senate, thus invoked justice for
the veteran :

Mr. President, Justice the soldier cannot al
ways he deferred. It must and will triumph some-
time. If it does not coaie this Congress it will come
at some other Congress. Ti is apart of the war debt,
as iiiuui i)U an niu uoiiyaui iu a.
is founded on the same principle ofjustice. It is an
obligation resting upon .thL2shtion, and if it takes

20,000,900 or 50,000,003rtn make,, no difference.
It is a debt this Nation h,pnestly owes and ought to
Ik? paid. In other words, let the bounty bo equal-
ized; put all honorably--diseharse- d soldiers upon
theeamebasls; pay them at the same rate. They
are entitled to it. The justice of it no man can dis-

pute, and tlint is all that this bill contemplates. I
am for it. I vote for it With all my heart.

A. Cool Proposition.
Elsewhere, in our columns, will be found

the fourth of the very interesting series of
articles on pensions, prepared especially for
The National Tkibuke by Senator In-gall-s,

of Kansas, and it will be noticed that
among the matters disenssed in this last pa-

per are the extraordinary recommendations
contained in the report of Chief Mack, of
the Eastern Division of. the Pension Office, to
Commissioner Dudley, and printed with the
latter's last annual report. Startling, how-

ever, as are those to which he refers, there
is another which, is even more pernicious.
"We quote from Mr. Mack's report :

lam of the opinion that a limitation should. be
provided (say 1836 or 1S37), after which parole evi-

dence should not be accepted to establish claims
not sustained by record. It is true that occasional
cases would arise when a jiibt claim would be de
feated, but I can scarcely imagine one where reli-
able evidence can be obtained by any method,
twenty or twenty-five-yea- rs after the event upon
which the testimony is supposed to be based, whBre
the circumstances were not so unusual aato impress
the fact upon the witnesses' minds.

Leaving out of the question, for the mo-

ment, the practical injiuy which such a
limitation would work to the interests of
our veterans, let us see whether there is any
legal warrant for it. As we understand it,
there is nothing in the contract between the
Government and the soldier wliich requires
the latter to present his claim to pension
within auytgiven period. On the contrary,
by the very terms of the contract, the
Government confesses its obligation to
pension" every soldier who was actu-

ally disabled in its service whenever
he may see fit to present his claim. He
stands upon precisely the same footing, in
that respect, as the "bondholder. The latter
might not present his bond for redemption
for years after it had been called in; if he
chose, yet his failure to, do so would not
affect in the slightest degree the-obligatio-

on the part of the Government to pay the
principal of the bond when presented. Any
other view of the case would be absurd. Tiie
Government, no more than the individual,
can legally alter a contract after the other
party to it has fulfilled its conditions: To
do that would be, nothing more nor les3
than repudiation-thV-heig- ht of public as
well as private dishonor. Rut if the Gov-

ernment is thus estopped from setting , a
limit as to the time within which its
creditors must present their claims, it follows I

as a necessary consequence that it is also
debarred.from setting a limit to the period
withiii which it; will re.ce.ive evidence of the
validity of these clai"is, since anv restric-
tion of that eharacter-ni(gh-t prove equivalent
torepudiatioii; Upon --legal grounds, there-

fore, the Government wotild have no right
to hifposo' 3UC1L a limitation as Mr. Mack.

'

pwposQs; .. v .
.;

. ,; 5,v -'-

- .':
But tho faci is that tlis'rliiit yf the' soldier

to present parole evidence in support of his
claim to pension cannot be taken away from

him under any circumstances withoutvitiat-

ing the contract. "When this contract was
entered into it wa3 not stipulated that the
Government's records should be the sole
evidence of his right fo pension ; had such
been the understanding it is safe to say that
the men who, rather than incur the reproach
of being "hospital bummers," despite their
sufferings from disease, remained at their
posts and did their duty, would not thns
have jeopardized their claim to the care and
support which the Government had so

eagerly promised th&n. Nor is.it true, as

Mr. Mack alleges, that this parole evidence

the testimouy of comrades to events in re
gard to which the official records are silent
is no longer worthy of credence. Frail though
the memory of our rs as to other
matters may be, it is still keen and retentive
as to everything that pertains .to the strug-

gle in which they risked their lives. If any
mistake has been committed in the adjudi-

cation of pension claims by the Pension
Office in the past, it has consisted in the
failure to estimate this evidence at its prop-

er value, and in cases where the Government
records afforded neither corroboration nor
refutation, in refusing to give the soldier
the benefit of the doubt.

13ut even if it were true1 if so many years
had elapsed since the war that the com-

rades upon whoso testimonv aor)licant3

relied for the establishment of their claims
could no longer remember the events of the
war with sufficient distinctness to make
oath to them what every truly patriotic
man would demand, would be, we are sure,
that this great and prosperous Government,
instead of taking advantage of the helpless-

ness of our veterans, should waive its right
to this evidence and voluntarily pension
every soldier who was at the time actually,
disabled! That is what must and will be
done at no distant day, and then how small
and cheap will appear that policy which, at
a time when nearly three hundred thousand
pension claims are awaiting action, would
make it still more difficult for our enfeebled
and impoverished comrades to obtain the
meager pi ttance that is due them ! "We shall
have something further to say about this re-

markable report by Mr. Mack a report
which is a disgrace to the author, and in
direct antagonism to the printed sentiments
of Commissioner Dudley in a future issue.

A New Dispensation.
Says Joaquin Miller, whose contemptible

slanders of the soldier we had occasion to

t refute in our last issue: ''To pension a sol--

dier, even in a small way and we have
already pensioned most generously is to
add a premium for the worst that i3 in us.
"We should offer a pension for peace, not for
war."

Happy thought! Instead of doling out
Xensions to the brave but erring men who
foolishly responded to- - their country's call
when the Union was at stake and for four
long years risked their lives in its defense,

let us lavish them on the men who had the
courage to remain at home, or, lesfc they
might be compelled to take part in the
ignoble strife, retired to Canada. Although
twenty years have rolled away, the sublime
fortitude which they displayed in declining
so many tempting offers to enlist has not
yet been forgotten. No inducement seemed
sufficient to make them forego their consci-

entious scruples, and, even when a draft was
finally ordered, they chose to hire substi-

tutes rather than sacrifice their principles,
"While our veterans were hurrying io the
field, impelled, of course, merely by the
thirst for excitement, these lovers of peace I

j were content to stay at home and pursue
their usual avocations. Some of them, it is
true, stretched their faith so far as to accept
fat Government contracts, but they proved
themselves consistent in their opposition to
the war by turning out shoddy clothing
and manufacturing powder and shell that
wouldn't explode. Yes, we remember them
well. How profound was their sympathy
for the unfortunate slaveholder ! How in-

tense was their hatred of the Government
because it would not allow the erring sisters
to go in peace ! How sure thev were that
secession would triumph, and how heartily
they rejoiced at the announcement of a Con-

federate victory! So.,earnest were they in
their desire for peace that they organized
the Ivights of the Golden Circle, and they
were so greatly impi cssed by the injustice
of the Government, in attempting to enforce

the draft, that in the City of New York they
resolved themselves into a mob and defied

the authorities until the appearance of the
Yermont brigrde- - convinced them that Mr.
Lincoln meant business. "What was the
name by which they were known in those
days? "Copperheads," was it not? Ah,
yes; let us pension the copperheads! Let
us strike from the pension rolls the names
of the three hundred thousand veterans that
glitter there, and replace them with the
names of the men who stood passively by and
sueered at the defenders of the Nation ! The
former, it appears, are no longer a credit to the
country. They are in rags and on crutches,
deaf and blind, white-haire- d and wriukled
with age. They bear no resemblance to the
passing regiments of twenty years ago that
stalwart line of blue that marched away
with steady step to the music of the bands.
The latter, on the other hand, sleek, fat and
contented, are perfect pictures of prosperity.
"What a pity it is that the Government does

not offer a pension for peace, instead of war!

DuitiKG the past week we have received
the following additional contributions to the
Sieedmau fund:
Robert Anderson Post, No. 32, "York. Neb...
G.iv. warren Post; No. J0"Ft.Bnford,I).T.

I W. Cr. Summit, Mo

rvevHhisly'uekiio'wledicO'dv;;..-;-

Total todii"e .....

S2 6G

500
1 00

Mf O tit
:. 2frt 60

$273 35

? . fe .jC. - . C . ., v.. t J. .

PENSION QUESTIONS.
Presumption of Soundness Prisoners' Pensions

Keforms Xcedeil Senator iHgalls' Viens.
No provision in tho administration of onr

pension latfs is more obnoxious and indefensible
than that which requires the claimaufc to prove
his soundness at the time of enlistment.

Physical health and strength, freedom from
disease, capacity to endure tho privations and
hardships of military service, were indispensa-
ble conditions which the Government required
to he conclusively established to tho satisfac-
tion of its officers before the volunteer, the
substitute or tho conscript could ho received
into its armies.

For its own protection, to exclude the feeble,
the maimed and tho infirm those whose vital
forces had been impaired by disease or ex-

hausted by excess, tho soldier was compelled
to submit to the most searching aud rigid ex-

amination, which extended to tho m in u toot
details, and was conducted with slight regard
for the delicacy or sensibility of the subject.

No master ever scrutinized a slave upon the
block, no jockey over tried a horse in tho ring,
with more persistent inquisition than the
medical staff of the army inspected it3 recruits.
The sight, the hearing, tho tcoth were exam-

ined. The chest was measured. Tho naked
body was searched for scars and iesion3. The
aspirant for glory was ordered to bend, to walk,
to runr to jump; ho was interrogated as to Ids
previous habits of life, and the longevity of his
ancestors, as if he were an applicant fop a life-insuran- ce

policy of a hundred thousand dollars,
rather than a candidate for mutilation or death
on the battlefield, at thirteen dollars a mouth.

No one complained of this rigorous inspec-
tion. It was just. Health, strength and sound-
ness wore indispensable, invalids and cripples
may be bravo aud patriotic, but they cannot
endure the hunger, fatigue and exposure which
arc inseparable from war. It is doubtful
whether the strongest and mast robust of our
volunteers those who served throughout the
entire war without any hospital record did
not suffer such los3 of physical energy that the
infirmities of age will fall more heavily upon
them, and their span of life be shortened in
consequence.

And 4fc is this class of our veterans, most
meritorious and descrying, who endured the
casual ills of the.march and camp without com-

plaint or treatment, that is now confronted
with almost insuperable obstacles in estab-
lishing claims for pension. When the disease,
actually contracted by exposure, insufficient
food and other privation's, at last developsr
after lying long dormant in the system, into
rheumatism, paralysis, or degeneration of the
heart, the applicant discovers that the want of
record of treatment in hospital is practically a
bar to the allowance of his claim, especially if
a considerable interval elapsed before he was
compelled to place himself under a physician's
care.

Instances, doubtless, occurred where men
were mustered who were physically unsound;
cases, perhaps, where the surgeons were de-

ceived. Patriotism may have induced some
of our volunteers to conceal known infirmities.
Pride may have led others to withhold infoma-tio-n

to which the Government was entitled,
and which would have rendered them ineligi- -

j hie. But these must be few. The temptation
to deceit was not overpowering. Most men
would haye preferred to disclose any reputable
infirmity, rather than to become a burden to
the great cause which all were anxious to
serve.

--It is incredible, therefore, that any consid-
erable number who were physically unfit could
have entered the service ; and it is contrary to
good morals, it is opposed to justice, that after
all these precautions the Government should i

be allowed to say to any disabled applicant for
pension, that he was unsound when he enlisted.
The Government, like an individual, should
be estopped from denying the validity of tho
contract The physical soundness of every en-

listed man should be declared, by amendment
of the statute, to be a conclusive presumption
in all cases of application for pension on the
ground of disability incurred in the service.

In this connection also may be considered
the proposition to place upon the rolls all those
who, having enlisted in the regular or volun-
teer army or navy of the United States, served
three months or more, were honorably dis-

charged, and are unable by reason of physical
disability to earn their subsistence, and are de-

pendent upon their own labor for support.
Those most competent to judge, affirm, as has

been suggested above, that no soldier can serve
l actively for any considerable time without

such impairment of his powers that his strength
will be undermined, so that he will be liable
in later life to the access of disease, though
external indications may have not previously
appeared.

standard on
the fown simply

history. ailments Government
have to

for rred an
degree by disaster

commercial

desirable for him to seek the refuge asy
1...V. ...l.Trtl "ofTrtn TirtJ3rw Ai tna a1? aiuui nmv.u luu iiauun jiiutiucaiui age

defenders.
It is not seemly that the who-ha- s

borne the battle for his country should be
mendicant, dependant upon abas, age I

patriotism might justly his
disabilities have resulted from his military
service, without insisting upon the letter

tho law.
The measiEre to pension the ex-Uni- on prison-

ers war, on the basis duration confine
ment, without disability, stands
upou me same grounu 01 justice

proposition, and deserves prompt and
favorable consideration.

The memory tho fiendish and revolting
atrocities Libby, Castle Thunder, Salisbury,
and Audersonville has from the miuds

men, tho cruel story has become a hor-

rible tradition to tho present generation ; but
it cannot recalled without undying execra-
tion, long history shall endure.

Tho policy the Government upon
exchanges prisoners was adopted

after mature deliberation. was
harsh necessities war. condemned

sung

have been tho tendorest mercy. survivors
have a special upon Government for
recognition, and should placed upon tbe
rolls, without regard to disability aud without
demand other evidence than that
prisonment. "Whatever cost might be added
would gladly by a grateful

sound reason can be given why the bene-
fits tho peusion laws should also ex-

tended to scouts, to acting under
general officers, and to the employees the

Quartermaster -- General's Department. The
.militia, originally recognized,

are now by an unjust limitation
which should removed. Scouts, teamsters,
aud other non-enlist- ed men performed
exceedingly arduous very meritorious

While their pay was larger, they fre-

quently were to greater danger and
privation. they were disabled by wonnds or
disease tho justice de-

mands that they should those
with whom shared perils and
battle.

' is from an inspection the tables
accompanying the auuual the Com- -

miS3ion(jr of Pensions, that the rates ofpcii3ioa
require immediate aud,-vlgorou- 3 readjustment,
The hundred and odd thousand pensioners
are distributed into hundred and twenty
grades, varying from one dollar to one hundred
dollara per month. "Mora than one-hal-f Ula
entire list receives but eight dollars,, or las.--,

par montSj? Two receive one dollar nnd eighty-seve-n

cents per month, while nearly twtnty-thr- ee

thousand two par month,
or thirteen cents additional i Three hwulred
and 'twenty-thre- e receive three doJfona and
sevonty-fiv- e cents, more tlmrt tUfcy-s'ar- ea

thousand draw foar dollars! Eleven rtaatvo
five-dolla- i3 aud sovnfcy-fiv- a cunte, whHHitty
thousand receive six dollars! Nino; receive
seven dollars and seventy-tir- e cent?, while
thirty-on- o tkoRsand reueiva eight (taUftts! One
is two dollars and savont&en aanta
per month, white nine, by some mysterious
and inexplicable methwl ofeorapKtattf"on,ffppour
to have been injured ei-- ht eeote worth morcy
anci uoimsa ana. swniy-&v- e cunts
per month. The chief the eastern divfawn,

his subsidiary roport, suggagce, with Mild
but significant sarcasm, that " the a8owce

pension for scratches" should prohibited
by from whieh It mhttbe interred 6ht
scratches are now regarded as a ponaisnoblo
disability! He further intimates eh6 where

are receiving, the same nuifihfeor- -
r hood, seTerally from four twenty-few- r dol

lars per month, somemathed should ie devfead
by which the difference disability gauM ho
deteoted by their friends. TMb candid akiaf
continues, by observing that soldfeus arejufc as
good and just as bed m other yeoyhv anil tfmfc

the temptation to swear to " Imaginary facts,"'
whatever these mdy',. under exfetfng prac-
tices, is wholly d&noraifltyjr. He conchidas
his commentary n the ttnhitrtwu tho
office bj the startling suggeftion fcimfc

cantion is necessary in placing invalids on the
rolls, because the death rale is s small among
those who are ahraodyl Whether tho
.Commissioner couaurs the views expressed
by his subordinate, er whether tfcey escaped
his attention, is not disctos!, bat enough,
appears kavo no doubt roform is

not only rates and grades, but in
the methods of adjudication.

GOTHAM CHAT.
ioat Hen and Thinssv

Nkw York, February 26.
I met Emory Starrs to-da- y, that versatile

lawyer-humorJ- at of Chicago. Said fces " We ara
going to have an act Congress passed making
Chicago the convention capital, where, n the
future all th'e national conventions must; he
held."

Then he went to talking polities, but I must
not tell what he said, bacausft that is not

f field. I however, report some hfe
satire on the meeting of the "36G,"

held here the other day, who came together in
solemn conclave to advise tho Republican party.
Said he: "You know it has nothing com-
mon with these scholastic politicians. The
gathering, however, wds a business meeting;

I entirely. to advertise these gantlamen,
with a view higher prices for compaign
speeches next fall. I am never thrse
people, because I am always for somebody.
They are always simply opposed some one.
The man never lived who secure their
unanimous indorsement. Take Wayne 51c-Yea- gh.

He is for himself for President.
someother man him and ei&r a
resolution to indorse their candidate, MoYeagh.
would holt the party and leave the other man
alone."

Mr. Starrs teBs he fe thinking seriously of
removing to- - New York within a year to enRge

the practice hfe profession. He will
thrive wherever he 500s.

I learn that Mrs. Langtry netted SlCCMibr
her work at NibWa for 6he. weak ending Feb-
ruary After hex engagement EbihHtet-phi- a

she goes to Chicago. Then she resJWtwo
weeks and sails for home by thai steamer
Alaska. In September she w2I ratnm again
by the same stealer.

General Grant was able to drive out, &r the
first time his accident, on WaohiitgftMVs
birthday. He is obliged tiH to waft with
crutches.

New York business aaea are very uneasy n
account the danger of a drain golcl to
Europe. One of tho Seligiaans told Satur-
day that he thoagfct $2&,K),0 would go this
spring to the balance against ms.
The Secretary of. the Treasury has showed,
panicky symptoms asking the associated
banks "to allow the Government to settle
balances the cieariBg-hoa- s silver. This
rally was what created more distrust than any-
thing that had actually happened. The
ing Honse Association replied tbt thirty days

: notice must be given. The trouble is that while
sirver as well as gold is a legal tender here,

in sucn cases noproot can oe onerett that EHropeth& dollar most stand its
will meet tho requirements law. There bottom as so raoeh metal, ad
is no medical The after J should the stop paying ont gold,

may not have heen so serious as to call the banks would staad the alone.

active treatment? but strength gradually Bag feen uouial
fails and continuous labor becomes impossible. the apprehension of a
The veteran cannot dig, to beg is ashamed. to its interests, and those af
He mav have family ties which render it the country generally, emphasized by ue
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A. Seeger, a pnbiie-spirite-d citizen

in private life, been the in
movement. He has so tar succeeded as. to

a large meeting at to con-
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destruction Adirondack forests.

I fertile Yalley of the Mohawk is in danger of
drying up for the same I seems to &e

enaral!v admitted that tbe floods in tho
I spring, and the drouth which succeeds as the

natural consequence of the waste ot tne wafer,
from the stripping of the land of its forests.

"Washington's Birthday was. the scene of a
grand and solemn pageant. The ill-fet- td Be
Long and his companions were brought homo

the ot Siberia to tho eiry
they left dye years ago. It was a bright,
sunny day, and. a hundred thousand, people
thronged the streets to see the long line of
hearses pass. What a mockery must seene

I bkicn. to poor Mrs;. Do Long I All th3
and powder here on Broadway, yet

human energy could not give her husband a
crumb of bread whan one man's ambition for
notoriety had sent him. aad his comrades o a
foolhardy errand in th luce of the imamtaWe
elements of the universe.

Jerome J. Collins' last ralteriotts service befhre
I he left was to attend the dedication ceremonies

nianv Union soldiers to tho most agonizing at Filth Avenue Cathedral. His pail was

deatb, and thousand of others to suffering brought there Saturday, and the solemn;
,? mass was in his memory.

and torture, compared to which death would ,,:,':--- wft, --ia on board the Cftv; of
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Chicago and started on their last earthly jour-
ney for rest, after thousands of miles of wan- -
derings, under the sod ot his native ItehsBd.

Five years ago I bade him good-by-e in tho
City of Mexico, full of life and hope. W gave
him a dinner at tha grand old Hotel de Itur-bid- e,

at which Congrecaan Finerty, then a
correspondent of the Chicago Tim; Congress-
man Denster. of Milwaukee, then known as
the editor of a German paper of his eit, and
twenty or thirty more were present. Mr.
Nugent Bobinson, the gifted editor of Mrs.
Frank Leslie's many publications, presided,
and there was no end of toasts and eompll-menta- ry

speeches and drinking of healths,
never to bo forgotten, because it all ended in
the death of our friend.

I hear that Dr. Collins, of Minneapolis, m--
sists that he will have the investigation of the
Jeannette expedition all reopaiied. He thmics
Melville failed to do his duty. I sigh' on
Sdnoi-- " but theu I am not the dead man's brother.

Applotous are about to put out a seasonable
book. It is to be called " Haud-Boo- k of Tree-Plautin-g."

. It is from the pen of Nathaniel
H. Egloston, chief of the Forestry Division
of the Department of-- Agricultuvej. at W'aaa-to- u.


